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ABSTRACT 

Undue delay in the Venezuelan criminal justice system constitutes a structural 

violation of fundamental rights, but also a cultural text awaiting interpretation. This 

article presents the results of documentary research with a hermeneutic approach, 

whose purpose was to understand how the narratives contained in court files 

regarding undue delay can reveal meanings of transformative justice relevant to civic 

education in Venezuela. Based on the interpretation of documentary sources, court 

rulings, criminal law doctrine, and critical educational theory, three main findings 

were identified: first, narratives of undue delay construct a paradoxical temporality 

that delegitimizes the State; second, these narratives contain silences and 

justifications that reveal tensions between legal ideals and institutional practice; third, 

from a hermeneutical perspective, court records operate as unintentional formative 

devices that shape citizens' civic consciousness. It was concluded that Venezuelan 

civic education requires the incorporation of the interpretive analysis of judicial 

narratives as a tool for the critical understanding of transformative justice, beyond 

positive law. 
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